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Tuesday, the 25th August, 1970

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 430 p.m. and read

prayers.

QUESTIONS (6): ON NOTICE

DECENTRALISATION
Dwellingup

The Hon., N, McNEILI, to the Minis-
ter for Mines:

In view of the construction of the
proposed dam on the South Dan-
dalup River, and the development
of the bauxite mineral fleld in the
Dwellingup area, will the Govern-
ment initiate discussions with the
appropriate authorities, both gov-
ernmental and commerecial, to en-
sure that the policies of decentral-
isation are continued in order to
bring benefits to the Dwellingup
area by—

(a) providing and/or encouraging
home bullding in Dwellingup
for the accommodation of the
work force associated with
these projects;

(b) construction of a high stand-
ard road connecting the dam-
site with the township; and

(c) the development of facilities
for tourists in the Murray
Valley?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

112)

(a) It is considered that the
establishment of an industrial
complex at Pinjarra and the
construction of the South
Dandalup River Dam will
bring a number of indirect
benefite to Dwellingup and
other adjacent areas. In this
direction the advantageous
siting of houses for the re-
quired work force will be kept
under constant review. How-
ever, the growing trend to-
wards providing maobile homes
at construction sites may be an
important economic factor in
these considerations.

() Discussions have already taken
place on the need to provide
a good standard road be-
tween Dwellingup and the
damsite. It has heen decided
that in the first stage up-
grading of the existing road
will be undertaken and in-
vestigations to improve sec-
tions of the existing align-
ments are being carried out by
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the Main Roads Department.
Later the road will be further
upgraded as the need arises.
{c) The Tourist Development
Authority has advised that it
will give consideration to any
proposals submitted by the
local authoritles concerned.

2, WORKERS' COMPENSATION
Mining Industry

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS, to the

Minister for Mines:
What are the Workers’ Compensa-
tlon costs per $100.00 of payroll
in the mining industry as it ap-
plles to—
(a) gold mining;
(b) nickel mining; and
(¢) any other type of mining?

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH replied:

Workers' Compensation premiums
are calculated on the aggregate
wages payable provided that, in
compiling the aggregate, no wages
for any one worker exceeding $50
per week is taken into account.
Maximum premium rates for min-
ing, excluding pneumoconiosis
risks, are as follows:

Rate
Per cent.
4 c
{1) Gold mining, as-
bestos mining, and
not otherwise speci-
fled . .. 496
(2) Ilmenite mlntng . 327
(3) Tin mining .. e 111
(4) Conl mining ... 428

(5) Geological surveys .. 1.04
In addition, the following maxi-
mum rates apply for pneumaocon-
fosis risks: s

[

(a) Gold mining, as-
bestos mining, nick-
el mining and not
otherwise specified 6.00
(b) Iron mining, ilmen-
ite mining, bauxite
mining, tin mining
and geological sur-

VEYS .. . 2.00
©) Clerical (minjng ln-
dustry) .. 100
3 EDUCATION

Albany Senior High School

The Hen. J. M. THOMSON, to the
Minister for Mines:
Purther to my questlon on Wed-
nesday, the 19th August, 1970, re-
lating to c¢lassroom and other
accommodation requirements at
the Albany Senior High School—
(a) how many demountable class-
rooms are to be provided for
the 1971 school year;
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(b) will that number fully over-
come the overcrowding and
congestion now being experi-
enced;

(c) has the Government any plans
for the construction of further
permanent buildings similar
to the present main building;
or

(d) are no further permanent or
temporary additions envisaged
pending the construction of a
second high scheol or tech-
nical school in the 1972-75
triennium?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(a) The number of demountable
classrooms will be determined
on surveys and predictions to
be made in November, 1970.

(b) Yes.

(¢) A Commonwealth Library will
be bullt,

(d) No permanent building, apart
from the Commonweaith Lib-
rary, will be bullt prior to the
construction of a new Tech-
nical School or second High
8chool. -

RAILWAYS

Perth-Kalgoorlie-Esperance Timetable

The Hon. R, H. C. STUBBS, to the
Minister for Mines:

(09

When the re-routing of the
Perth-Kalgoorlie Express between
Northam and Merredin, via Wyal-

(b} Saturday, (via Kambalda):
Ealgoorlie depart 10.30 a.n.
Norseman arrive 1.45 p.m.
Norseman depart 2.5 pm.
Esperance arrive 5.20 p.m.

Tuesday and Thursday (via
Coolgardle):
Kalgoorlie depart 10.30 am.
Norseman arrive 1.55 p.m.
Norseman depart 2.15 p.m.
Esperance arrive 5.30 p.m.
Sunday (via Kambalda):
Esperance depart 11.45 a.mn.
Norseman arrive 3.0 pm.
Norseman depart 3.20 p.m.
Kalgoorlle arrive 6.30 pm,
Wednesday and Friday (via
Coolgerdie) :
Esperance depart 1.0 p.m.
Norseman arrive 4.15 p.m.
Norseman depart 4.35 p.mn.
Coolgardie arrive 7.16 pm.
(connects with train to
Perth).
Kalgoorlie arrive 8.15 p.am.

(2) (a) No, but berths on the inter-

state train not otherwise occu-
pied between Perth and Kal-
goorlie will be allocated for
local travel.

{by and (¢) The timetable is still
under consideration.

WOREERS' COMPENSATION

Industrial Deafness

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBES, {0 the
Minister for Health:

(1) Is the Minister aware that in

katchem, commences—
(a) what will be the departure

(2}

and arrival times in each
direction; and

(b) what will be the amended
timetable of the Railway road
bus between Kalgoorlie and
Esperance and return?

When the rail car service is in-

troduced on the standard gauge

line between Kalgoorlle and Perth
and return—

(a) will there be any night pas-
senger trailn with sleeping
accommodation;

(b) has the timetable for the road
bus service between Kalgoorlie
and Esperance and return
been finalised; and

(c) If so, what are the arrange-
ments?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

1

(a) Perth depart 455 p.m. (Bun-
day to Friday).
Kalgoorlie arrive 930 am.
(Monday to Baturday).
Kalgoorlie depart 7.0 pm.
(Sunday to Friday).
Perth arrive 10.57 am. (Mon-
day to Saturday).

Canada and America, in industiry
where industrial nolse exists—

(a) pre-employment audiometric
tests are compulsory and are
carrted out and followed up
at least every twelve months;

where high noise levels exist,
they are labelied hearing pro-
tection areas, and the wearing
of ear protection devices by
employees is mandatory;

(¢) the ear protection devices have
to be the type approved by
medical consultants;

(d) there §s much success In
silencing of percussion rock
drills by 9dB, which means the
impact energy is one-eighth of
the total noise;

(e) mine car loaders can be silen-
ced 8dB, a reduction of one-
seventh;

(f) air fans of large or any design
can be muffled to the extent
that it is possible to hold a
normal conversation next to
them:; and

(b

~—
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{g) air compressors can be muffl-
ed also so that conversation
can be heard comfortably and
clearly?

Will the Minister introduce legis-
lation to prevent injury to the
hearing of employees in industry
similar to the Industrial Safely
Act of 1964 of Ontario, Canada?

Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to legislate to make hearing
loss due to industrial noise com-
pensable under the Workers' Com-
Fensa.tion Act In Western Austra-
ia?

(4) Is the Minister aware that in
Canada, when hearing loss due to
indusirial noise was made com-
pensable under Workers' Compen-
sation, that where thousands of
applications for compensation
were expected, not even hundreds
applied for it?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH {(on behalf
of the Hon, G. C. MacKinnon), re-
pHed:

(1) (a), (b) and (¢) Yes. It is un-
derstood that some U.8. states
and Canadian provinces have
such legislation.

(d), (e), (), and (g) Yes.

(2) No such legislation is at present
envisaged.

The Minister for Labour advises
with regard to the rematning questions
as follows:

(3) No.
(4) No.

2)

(&)

LAND
Tarxation Valuations

The Hon. F. R. WHITE, to the Min-

ister for Mines:

{1) Further to the reply te my ques-
tion No. (T) on the 20th August,
1970, would the Minister explain
what other methods are used to
determine unimproved capital
values of land?

(2> Would the Minister indicate where
in legislation or in Hansard these
othet methods have been pro-
pounded by a Minister of the
Crown?

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH replied;

(1> and (2) The methods used are
those referred to in the answers to
questions No. (11) of the 19th
August, and No. (7) of the 20th
August, 1970.

There are no other methods.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: EIGHTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 20th August,
on the following motion by The Hon. S.
T. J. Thompson:—

That the following Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency:—

May it please Your Excellency:
We, the Members of the Legisla-
tive Council of the Parliament of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign and to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you
have been pleased to deliver to
Parliament.

THE HON. F. R. H. LAVERY (South
Metropolitan) {4.50 pam.l: While speaking
on this motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply to the Governor's open-
ing Speech, I wish to deal with several
matters which are of direct interest to the
economy and the public of Western Aus-
tralia. In addition, I have several paro-
chial matters to which I wish to refer.

Pirst of all I would like to speak for a
moment or two on the anhual report of the
Director-General of Transport (Mr. Knox).
However, before I do so, because I will be
criticising, I want to make it very clear
that I know Mr. Knox personally and I
regard him as & gentleman of very high
integrity. Anything I might say of a criti-
cal nature in regard to his report is not
intended to reflect on him or his staff.

In the three reports he has issued since
he has been in office, Mr. Knox has gone
to a great deal of trouble to point out the
difficulties which confronted him when he
was flrst appointed. He had a very small
staff and he had first of all to obtain ac-
commodation and then organise the mem-
bers of his staff so that they could com-
mence their survey work.

In the report for the year ended June,
19688—and I wish to thank the stafl of this
Chamber for obtaining a copy of this report
for me, as there was not one available in
Parliament House—Mr. Knox, in referring
to his own position, sald—

‘Whilst my precise duties are set out
in Bection 21 ¢1) and 21 (2} of the
State Transport Co-ordination Act No.
91 of 1966, I have in the past year
when speaking on the role that the
Director-General plays endeavoured to
precis these duties as follows:

Advise the Minister on how the
total user demand for transporta-
tion in Western Australia may be
best met.

Advise the Minister how our
existing investment in transporta-
tion facilities may be most advan-
tageously employed.
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Advise the Minister how in the
future we may best invest the
financial resources that will be
available to us.

From the use of the word advise it
will be seen that the Director-General
is not in the line of accountability that
leads from the Minister for Transport
to the permanent heads of the operat-
ing authorities,

I believe that the director and his very
small staff must be complimented on the
terrific sphere they have covered in their
investigations and research into the trans-
port position In Western Australiz, and
relating it to interstate transport. Many
points affect the economy as such; for
instance, the redeslgning and replanning of
the railways, which will have in the future
a very direct effect upon the economy.

One point really surprises me in this
vear’s annual report of the director-
general. Incidentally, although I have no
desire to tell members what they should do,
I belfeve that this report should he read
and studied by all members in an endeav-
our to ascertain whether some further re-
search might he required in order to effect
additional improvements to those already
taking place.

An analysis of the report will reveal that
research has been carried cut from the top
echelon—if I may use that expression—
down; in other words, from the bigger
transport companies, the Railways Depart-
ment, and the airways companies, down to
the smaller transporters. The situation in
the country districts, where road transport
is now being provided in lieu of rail trans-
port, has also been studied.

I was intrigued to read the following
copening remarks of Mr. Knox in his re-
port:—

Introduction

On 12th December, 1966, assent was
given to “an Act to make better pro-
vision for fhe co-ordination of trans-
port . . ."

I emphasise that word “co-ordination.” To
continue—

The State Transport Co-ordination
Act No, 91 provided for a Director
General of Transport who would be
charged with a variety of duties, These
duties are set out in Sections 21 ()
and (il}). They give the Director-Gen-
eral very wide scope indeed to enquire,
research, plan, advise and recommend.
They give him no power whatsoever to
direct or require.

I suppose I was one of those members who
voted when this Bill went through Parlia-
ment, but I am sure that when we appoint
& Director-General of Transport—and the
word “Director” is very plainly in the Act,
and in all his reports—and he has no power
whatever to direct, then somewhere along
the line something has gone wrong, and the

[COUNCIL.]

Minister for Transport should have an-
other 0ok at the situation and introduce
an appropriate amendment to overcome the
position. Mr. Knox continues—

It follows, therefore, that any re-
sults or dividends which may flow to
the State from the application of the
State Transport Co-ordination Act will
accrue only through-—

agreement by The Minister for
Transport in the case of policy
type recommendations, and
agreement by the many Govern-
ment agencies, operating and regu-
latory which make up the trans-
port scene, in the case of profes-
sional type recommendations,
Quite a number of reports on transport in
Western Australia and the Commonwealth
are available if members of Parliament
care to read them. A perusal of such re-
ports, including those of the director-
general, indicate quite clearly that a group
of people has been completely overlooked.
The Transport Workers’ Union has a mem-
bership of 5,000. However, taking into con-
sideration the fact that many hundreds of
transport workers in Western Australia are
not members of the union, we could raise
that figure to 6,000. On page 7 of the third
annual report, for the year ended the 30th
June, 1969, of the Commissioner of Trans-
port, who is not the Director-General of
Transport, is the following:—

At the 30th June, 1968, there were
licences in force in respect of 5,850
vehieles, comprising—-

Omnibuses—258
Commercial Goods Vehicles—4,678

Of course, we know that since that report
the Metropolitan Transport Trust has over
700 buses, to say nothing of the large
number of commercial goods vehicles in
operation in the metropolitan area. T am
not dealing with aeroplanes or taxis at the
moment, which make up the balance of
the 5,850 vehicles which the commissioner
mentions. The point I am irying to make
is that each of the vehicles to which I
have referred requires a driver; and, in
the case of buses, three drivers are some-
times required to cover all shifts.

Surely the Transport Workers’ Union of
Western Australia should be invited to
elect a delegate or nominee to the various
transpart co-ordination committees of
which the Director-General of Transport is
in charge.

The ordinary transport driver meeis
many prablems on the roads and, from
time to time, he places some of them
before his union which then takes them
further,

I do not want to weary the House by
reading all the reports in my possession,
but I want to say that meny committees
have been formed. A number of organisa-
tions have been invited to be represented
on the committees. The Transport Advisory
Counell and the Transport Users Board are
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making changes in the pattern of trans-
portation. I suppose all these changes are
for the betterment of the actual transport
industry. but whether they are for the
henefit of the man in the street is another
question. After all, he Is the person who
finally buys goods which have been trans-
ported. Further, I do not know of any
article which can be bought today which
has not passed through several hands at
some period in its transportation.

If the Transport Workers’ Union had a
delegate or a nominee on the committees
in an advisory eapacity, he could be called
in when matters affecting drivers were dis-
ocussed. So far as the union is concerned,
over the last 18 months we have probably
seen more industrial strife than at any
other time in the whole history of the
union in Western Australia. Some of this
unrest has been caused by the direct
changes that have heen made. These
changes have been made without any con-
sultation with the people who actually
operate the vehicles. They have not, up to
date, been given the opportunity to give
advice to planning authorities with regard
to transportation as it affects the metro-
politan ares in particular and the State as
a whole.

One of the biggest transport firms which
cart into the north of the State has fre-
quently underpaid its staff. There were 312
cases of underpayments and, at times, the
firm has paid up when it was cornered.
However, it has continued with this prac-
tice at later dates.

We speak of safety on the roads and, of
course, road safety vitally affects the heavy
transport driver who has to drive through
the night on roads that are not built to
carry the type of transport or the volume
of traffic which they ecarry today. The
Main Roads Department is to be congratu-
lated for the work it is doing, because the
department is gradually upgrading many
of the roads. I give full credit to the
department for this and I hope it never
ceases {0 carry on with the high standard
of work. which is the envy of the rest of
Australia.

I had elght cases brought to my atten-
tion involving heavy transport drivers, and
I shall quote three. The drivers were work-
ing from 88 to 115 hours a week carting
goods from Perth to the north. There was
no overtime and they were expected to
arrive at thelr destinations at specified
times. The Director-General of Transport,
if he knew of these happenings, would be
the last person to agree to this kind of
work load. These are matters which could
be brought before him.

Many years age the Transport Workers’
Union asked Parliament to pass legis-
lation to control the working hours of
these men. The suggestion was that drivers
who went Into the country should work a
maximum of 11 hours and then have eight
hours off duty. This happened in the 1930s,
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because the union was concerned with
safety on the roads and safe working con-
ditions. Look at the few vehicles that were
on the roads at that time and look &t the
number on the roads today!

According to the report, the number of
peoble being transported has reached as-
tronomical flgures. At the present time
24,000 people are being transported on 600
puses, and it 1s suggested that by 1989
probably 48,000 passengers will travel on
1,200 buses. The report goes on to say—

Amongst many significant statistics
the study has developed the follow-
ing:—

In 1970, population of the Perth
region will reach 700,000—by 1989
this flgure will have increased to
1,436,000.

In 1970, private car ownership
in the region will be almost 400,000
~—by 1989 this total will have In-
creased to 680,000,

In 1970, 24,000 persons using 600
buses and 36,000 persons using
24,000 private cars will enter the
Perth central business district
each day. If the division between
public and private transport does
not change, by 1989 as many as
48,000 people in 1,200 buses and
72,000 people in 48,000 private
cars could be trying to enter the
g:’rlgp central business district

This emphasises the point I am making,
The Transport Workers' Union will supply
drivers for these vehicles. I am sure that
at least one member of the union—and,
indeed, many more than one—has suffi-
cient education and knowledge of traffic
and transport to be a member of some of
the committees on transport which are
bring set up in the metropolitan area.

People speak of co-ordination. Never-
theless, we had a glaring example of lack
nf co-ordination a few days ago when the
City of Perth suggested it would increase
parking fees to keep the all-day parker out
of the city and enable the shopping parker
to come in. This is probably a good idea,
but immediately the management of the
Metropolitan Transport Trust announced
that it could not handle the volume of
passenger traffic that would come about if
the Perth City Council went ahead with its
suggestion. The trust sald that it would
have to Increase charges because it would
have to supply many more vehicles.

Co-ordination and co-operatlon need to
be worked at to be successful. A number
of departments, commissions, and indi-
viduals are currently engaged en this work.
There is the office of the Director-General
of Transport (Mr. Enox), and that of the
Road angd Air Transport Commission; and,
in addition, Dr. Neilsen, is currently re-
searching the eity transport system. I am
unable to find out whether he is over or



278

under Mr. Knox, However, he has been
brought to Perth by the Government to
research city transport. These are only a
few who are working on the problems but,
from time to time, there 15 a lack of co-
ordination and co-operation in the whole
of the transport system.

Many members of the Chamber will
know Mr. Ron Carroll, who is the very
popular mayor of the City of Melville. He
was one of the early bus owners in Western
Australia and, at that time, he had to
travel over white roads in Applecross,
which was virtuslly open country then, to
get his buses into Perth. He is also a part-
time member of the Metropolitan Trans-
port Trust. He has made the statement
that one good change was introduced to
the transport system in the City of Perth
when The Hon. H. E. Graham, who was
then the Minister for Transport, called
together the 16 varlous committees that
were handling trafic at the time, disband-
ed them, and formed one committee from
the whole. It was envisaged at that time
that the people concerned should become a
smaller group so that better and tighter
control could be exercised.

I have many other figures I could quote,
but I do not want to weary the House. I
hope I have made the point that the
Director-General of Transport has done
some marvellous research in the short
period that he has been in office. Of
course, there is still a great deal more for
him to do. As I have sald, I would Mke
to know whether Dr, Neilsen is under or
over him and whether that gentleman has
been employed by the Government to bring
forward still another report on the trans-
port situatlon.

So many reports are available on this
subject. I have here reports from the
Institute of Transport (Western Australlan
Section); the National Assoclation of Aus-
tralian State Road Authorities on Vehicle
Limits for Road Safety and Road Protec~
tion: the Australian Driving Manual;
Traffic (Infringements) Regulations, 1969;
a summary of De Leuw, Cather & Com-
pany’s Phase II Report; and the Australian
Health Education Advisory Digest, vol. 6,
No. 3 on the AM.A, policy on road safety.

The few reports I have in front of me
are infinitesimal when compared with the
number which are avallable in total. I
shall refer to the words used by Mr. Knox
in his report. He said-—

The role of the Director General of
Transport has now been performed for
three years. This would seem to be a
reasonable period in which some divi-
dend should have acerued to the State,
in exchange for the taxpayers’ money
spent on maintaining the Director
QGeneral of Transport in his office. It
seems appropriate therefore to review
what has been achleved in the climate
created by the Act and to speculate
on whether sufficient dividend has been
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returned to the S8tate, and, in the
words of a Parliamentary question,
“if not, why not?"
My question is identical: If not. why
not? I also want to know whether he will
be given power to direct or require.

The Hon, E. C. House: Even if he is not,
why can't many of these things be im-
plemented? Can the honourable member
answer that question?

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY; That is the
question the Transport Workers' Unton
has asked. Of course, the Minister for
Transport (The Hon. R. J. O'Connor) is a
young man. He has a great deal of abllity
and he is not afraid to use it. Because of
his activities I am sure he does not spend
many hours in bed. However, surely Mr.
O’Connor must at times get worrled at the
lack of co-ordination and the fact that
many of the suggestions that are put be-
fore him are not adopted. I think that
?{nswers the question just put to me by Mr.

ouse,

This is what is worrying the members
of the Transport Workers' Union, too.
They are taxpayers and are members of a
responsible body in the community. They
are invelved in handling many thousands
of tons of goods In this State. For instance,
last year 44,000 fons of goods were trans-
ported to the north of this State by road
transport and, throughout the Common-
wealth, 2,250,000 tons were handled. To
close on the question of transport I wish
to quote a small part of & report compiled
by a 22-year-old truck driver from
Adelaide, Peter Kondring. He prepared a
most comprehensive report on the trans-
port position as he sees it from his ex-
perience as an interstate driver. I shall
quote only a small portlon of the report
but it does point to the fact that there
are some thinking people in the community,
even if they are only truck drivers. 1
quote—

The health of a nation’s economy
depends upon a viable transportation
system—one that is technologically in
tune with the changing requirements
of commerce.

Such a system must be reliable to
move raw materials to manufacturers,
produce to market. It must be safe to
carry the nation’s people. It must also
be & just system—without diserimina-
tion, treating all with equality.

In Australia the transport system
is mammoth, vital and in a shambles.
It is one of the nation’s biggest em=-
ployers and also ifs sick man.

This in particular, along with all
other aspects, make the transportation
industry our business, that of the tax-
payver.—It affects the very fabric of
daily life—the food we eat, the clothes
we wear, our homes, our jobs and our
recreations. Transportation costs help
determine what we pay for goods and
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services, and transportation efficlency
is a factor in how quickly we receive
them. Transportation’s technological
innovations change our lives by creat-
ing new markets, new job oppor-
tunities, and even new urban centers.

Good transportation must be free
from unlawiul discriminatory prae-
tices which favors some shippers or
localities—ususally CGovernment owned
—af the expense of others. With the
public interest as its basic concern,
the Government should REGULATE,
preferably on a Federal level, the
intra- and Interstate movement of
people and goods throughout the
country—by rail, truck, bus, water and
by ofil pipeline.

In Its regulatory role, the Govern-
ment bears a responsibility for assur-
ing the Australian public of an ade-
quate, efficlent and safe transportation
system under PRIVATE ownership.

These days we hear so much ahout workers
going on strike, trying to get higher wages,
and so on. The subject has been discussed
in this Chamber, even during this debate.
But the worker has to go before a tribunal,
and face up to long delays, in most cases,
before his case is heard. Very oiten the
judgment when handed down is unsatis-
factory to him. But look at the position
of the street-corner grocer—I am hot
talking about the Ilittle shop only, but
about all grocers and other businesses.
Shopkeepers can increase their prices on
any goods without anybody questioning
their right to do so; yet, as I said, the
worker has to go through a process of
humiliation fromm the day he sets out to
get something to the day he recelves it.

There is no denying the fact that trans-
portetion costs will increase tremendously
within the next month because of the 3¢
impost or tax increase on petrol. I may be
out of order in mentioning this, but I
know the honourable member will accept
my apology for doing so. Only today I was
discussing this matter with a member of
Parliament and he was telling me that
although he does not live a long way from
the metropolitan area, the 3¢ increase will
add from $400 to $500 s year onto his
cost of transport.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Not on parlia-
mentary duties.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: What is
going to happen to some of those who
live a long way from the metropolitan
area and have to drive to the city, I do
not know. It is all right for me because I
will not be driving long distances in the
future, but surely, somewhere along the
line, the Qovernment can do something
about this sort of thing. I know I cannot
speak so far as the Federal Government
is concerned, but I would suggest to it that
when a {ax is Increased, in the same way
as the petrol tax was increased, the in-
erease should not be Imposed fmmediately.
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Pensioners will not get any increase In
their pensions until the 1st October, and
the same procedure could heve been
adopted with the increased petrol tax
and the increases in sales tax. The prices of
some goods were increased last week, and
the price of petrol is to be increased from
today.

We are trying to keep costs down in Aus-
tralia, and In Western Australia particu-
larly, Therefore, surely with all the know-
how now available to the Government it
should be able to devise a better method
than has been adopted by the Common-
wealth Government in regard to its latest
tax increases. I have to agree with Mr.
House who complained about taxes, and
particularly the road maintenance tax. I
know the Minister will be able {0 answer
me back—I think I could tell him exactly
what he would say in reply to me.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Before you go
on, did I understand you to say that to a
certain member of Parliament the 3¢ a
gallon inerease in the price of petrol would
gedd another 3400 a year to his trans-
portation costs?

‘The Hon. V. J, Ferry: He would have to
travel 300,000 miles a year for it to cost
that much.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I must have
misunderstood him.

The Hon., V. J, Ferry: 1 think it was
grossly misunderstood, too.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: My word! I
was merely going to comment that this
particalar member must travel enormous
distances.

The Hon. J. Dolan: To correct the hon-
ourable member, it would be only 12,000
miles a year.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: That might
he better,

The Hon. E. C. House: If he used power
alcohol it would cut his costs.

The Hon, F. R. H. LAVERY: When
speaking to the Address-in-Reply debate,
Mr. House put up a very sound case on be-
half of country people—I congratulated
him afterwards—but the newspapers did
not mention anything about that aspect.
However, the newspapers did refer to what
the honourable member had to say about
the Fitzgerald River reserve. I would remingd
him that, so far as the road maintenance
tax is concerned, he should take his
memory back to the time when the Bill
to make provision for that tax was before
the House. At that time I challenged the
Country Party—which party is a member
of the coalition Government—and I can
remember Mr. Frank Wise not only chal-
lenging the members of that party but
also appealing to them to vote against the
legislation because of what the tax would
mean to their supporters. Therefore, I
think Mr. House is three or four years toco
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late with his crying about the effect that
the road maintenance tax is having upon
his people,

The Hon, E. C. House: If you had heard
me correctly—

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: The road
maintenance tax, has, up to June, 1968,
returned to the State a total of $9,000,000;
and has been responsible for bringing into
the State a total of $18,000,000 to be spent
on all roads throughout the State, As a
matter of fact, the reports compiled by the
road, rail, and transport committees, give
all the details in this connection,

The Heon. E. C. House: I said that it had
an impact only over 200 miles; up to that
point it is not greaf.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I do not
know what the honourable member said
in that regard, but many times when I
have been a member of the Government
party in this Chamber—and that was not
for very long—I have criticised legislation
that has come before the House although
1 have still voted for it. I have even heard
Dr. Hislop, who is a free-thinker, criticise
certain Bills but still support them. How-
ever, I never heard any member of the
Country Party get up and speak in opposi-
tion to the road maintenance tax when
the legislation was before this Chamber
but now, because the tax s affecting their
supporters, they are crying about it.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I wiil tell you
something: I always enjoy having you sit
next to me when you vote with me on
divistons.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: You have never
hed much enjoyment, have you!

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: No, I have not.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: Mr. House
drew afltention to the Fitzgerald River
area, and I want to say a few words on
this matter. The Minister in charge of
flora and fauna is not here today, but he
knows that for some considerable time I
have been chairman of a2 commitiee deal-
ing with this matter. I am glad (o say
that a younger man in Mr. Taylor, the
member for Cockburn, has now taken over
the job. The newspsper gave greal pub-
licity to what Mr. House had to say when
he spoke for and on behalf of a mining
company against the conservationists.
Today “conservation” seems to be a dirty
word, but we cannot help that. I now
wish to quote an article published In The
Countrymaen of the 20th August, 1970,
under the heading “Save that Unique
Flitzgerald River, American Pleads.” It
reads—

Sherwin Carlquist, Professor of
Botany, Claremont, Californla: Reports
from Australian friends of mine indi-
cate that the Fitzgerald River reserve
may be threatened by exploitation for
mineral resources, especially in & way
which would grossly alter the reglon.
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As a botanist and naturalist with
experience and deep interest in this
region (I discovered a plant new to
sclence on East Mt. Barren in this
reserve in 1967), I wish to express my
concern with that of many Australians
in the potential destruction of this
ares.

In all my travels in Western Austra-
lia, I have never seen an area so rich
in unusual plants and animals, as well
as scenically so beautiful.

East of Mt. Barren, the sand heaths
and bays which stretch away from it
are not only territorles of exceptional
natural beauty, they are & treasure-
house of incalculably rare and excit-
ing wildlife and wildflowers, many of
which grow nowhere else in the world.

Never in my entire field work have
I experienced such stimulation as that
provided by the Fitzgerald River
region.

I wish we here in America had a
region of such great potentlal interest
to save as a wilderness area. 'The
areas left for us here to save are not
nearly so valuable.

I would think that as a natural
area, the Fitzgerald River reserve
would be an asset whose attraction for
Australian and forelgn visitors would
repay preservation not merely for its
own sake but for the economic advan-
tage of having one of the high points
of Australian natural history accessible
as & natural ares.

Its value in its present form might
well outweigh in dollars alone the
profit of short-term exploitation.

Please add my voice to those Aus-
trallans who bear a deep concern for
preservation of the Fitzgereld River
reserve.

I am grateful to Mr. Dolan for handing

me that newspaper cutting.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: On what part
of the 600,000 acres was this person? Did
be go over all of {t? It would be interest-
ing to know.

The Hon. E. C. House: If he was on it
at all, was he in a four-wheel drive vehicle?

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I would
suggest that, taking this man’s status and
qualifications into consideration, he would
not deliberately set out to tell a Iie.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: I do not say he
woild. I merely want to know what part
of the 600,000 acres he was omn.

The Hon. F. R, H. LAVERY: Mr. House
said that the ares in question is only 6,000
acres out of 600,000. Of course it s, but
he omitted to say—and the Minister for
Mines can back me up on this—how many
thousands of square miles have heen
pegged for the prospecting of minerals,
We who belong to the breed who are con-
servation-minded are entitled to ask such
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questions, as I did when I Inierjected
whilst Mr. House was speaking. Those
people who believe in conservation are only
asking for a period of grace so that the
reserve can be investigated by the experts
that we have in Western Australia. There
is no need for us to go heyond Dr. Ride
when looking for such experts, because the
officers we have in Western Australia who
are experts on this sublect are as good as
any In other parts of the world.

It must be borne in mind that no matter
how careful a person or a company is
when prospecting or developing an area,
the ecology is upset to no small degree,
and once animals and birds desert any
area it is a long while before they return.

The Hon. E. C. House: I did not suggest
anything different, did I?

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: The hon-
ourable member did not say anything
about what was requested by the con-
servationists. He mentioned only what the
mining company reguired and he thought
that its demands should be met. I do not
deny that the mining company which
prospects or develops the area will, in fact,
do something in the future towards re-
habilitating the ground and re-establish-
ing the existing flora and fauna, but I feel
sure it will not be done in one or two
years after it has ceased its operations. In
my opinion it will take a great deal longer
then that. I have only a few months of
parliamentary life left to me before I retire,
but I can assure the House that I will iake
an active part In this matter.

In referring to workers trying to secure
better conditions, and how they are dis-
advantaged by Inereases in the prices of
various commodities, I now wish to com-
ment on a statement made by Mr. Abbey.
Bpeaking on the lack of killing facilities at
the Midland Junction Abattoir, and when
the exporters of lamb and mutton were at
a disadvantage during the flush period,
Mr. Abbey said—

All the fawlt does not rest with the
abattolrs either, although management
may have been deficlent in some cases.
The unions concerned in the meat in-
dustry have not been fair in their
approach. During these flush periods
they have been very difficult by making
excessive demands and going on strike.
I certainly hope thet in future we shall
see a situation where wisdom prevails
and where any problems are talked out
and dealt with properly.

I join with Mr. Abbey in the hope that
in the future conditions will be better, and
I have evidence here which will prove that
they will be.

During the period when drought con-
ditions were severe and there was a glut of
stock coming forward for killing, the Min-
ister for Agriculture had to appeal to farm-
ers to limit the number of stock they were
sending to the abattoirs because there was
a great shortage of slaughtermen. During
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this period several factors brought about
some extremely unfortunate and torrid in-
cidents at the Midland Junction Abattoir.
One important factor, of course, was the
lack of co-operation between the union and
the management. At this point we will let
the future decide as to whose fault this
was.

Another factor that brought about a
great deal of friction was the importation
of slaughtermen to this State. In effect,
they were promised gold on a platier, but
subsequently they discovered that there
was no gold to be had on the platter and
this situation led to a great deal of trouble.
Fortunately, the position has now changed.
A new manager of the Midland Junctien
Abattoir has been appointed. He s Mr.
Brian Wilson of Adelalde, and he is a man
of practical competence. He is endowed
with a wonderful personality and that trait
enables him to come down to the same
level as the men whenever he has any dis-
cussions with them. Mr, Wilson took office
only in July and there has not been a
stoppage since then.

The Hon. A. F. Grifith: There has not
been any stoppage since July?

The Hon, F. R. H. LAVERY: Yes; there
has not been any stoppage since July.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: I suppose that
is pretty good.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: This is
excellent compared to what the position
was in previous years., The men will al-
ways be dissatisfied if the management
adopts an attitude similar to that which
was adopted in past years. On behalf of
the union I want to tell Mr. Bosward that
it was very sorry to learn that someone had
efther sent a threatening letter or made n
telephone call to his wife. At no time had
members of the union anything agalnst
Mr. or Mrs. Bosward personslly, How-
ever, Mr. Bosward and the men did not
seem to be able to co-operate In the same
way as Mr. Wilson has done since he has
assumed office.

In fact, he is holding another conference
with the workers on the 14th September to
ascertain what can be done to maintain the
good work that is now being performed,
and I am sure the farmers will be interest-
ed to learn this, It may not sound much
to the Minister, but to the farmers I am
sure this information will be well received
when one considers the conditions that
existed at the abattelr 1o previous years.

I will not outline all the happenings in
the past. but I would like to say that dur-
jng the flush period of meat killing, which
had not occurred for many vears, a large
number of women were engaged by the
abattoir management, to which the union
agreed. Unfortunately, adequate facilities
were not provided for them and this factor
alone led to a great deal of trouble be-
{ween the workers and the mansgement.
The nearest toilet was so far away from
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their place of work that the female work-
ers took about five minutes to cover the
distance. To people outside the abattoir
this may seem to be a matter of only minor
significance, but to the men working along-
side these women it meant a great deal. It
was little tin-pot matters such as this that
were causing the trouble. However, I have
to report that only at midday today, repre-
sentatives of the union told me they were
delighted with the co-operation that now
exists between the men at the abattoir and
Mr. Wilson. They said that Mr. Wilson is
a man who knows his job.

I would like to know why all this trouble
was occurring at Midland, but was not
occurring at the W.A. Meat Export Works,
where Mr, Cliff Bennett is manager, and
at Anchorage Butchers, where Mr. Bob
Allen is the manager.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: From what you
are saying it could be s lack of the tin-pot
things.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: What 1
am saying is that the men at those meat-
works exercise some common sense. They
do not climb into their ivory towers when-
ever they are required to discuss some
problem with the workers. We have
always stated that the trouble at the Mid-
l1and Junction Abattolr was because of mis-
management,

I would now like to clte one particular
case of an eplleptic and the problems
surrounding the employment of these
people. It is not the normal thing to do
in Parliament, I suppose, but I want to
read a letter to the House which was sent
from the Railways Department to Mr. J. J.
Harman, M.L.A, It concerns an eplleptic
who was employed by that department.
Mrs. Hutchison would have referred to the
letter herself when she was speaking to the
debate on the Address-in-Reply, but at
that time she did not know about it.

Members are probahly aware that In
August of last year the Epllepsy Assocla-~
tion held a seminar in Perth at university
level which was attended by representatives
of similar organisations from all over the
world. The Government gave its support
to the seminar by paying the cost of the
fare required to bring to Perth the secre-
fary of the International Bureau of Epil-
epsy. It also made available $500 to meet
the cost of printing the report of the con-
ference.

In the book titled, Epilepsy and Society
it 15 stated that 15 per cent. of eplleptics
throughout the Commonwealth are horder-
line cases; that is, there 1s only a very fine
line between their being employed full time
or becoming the reciplents of an Invalid
pension. Mrs. Hutchison Interviewed Sir
Robert Menzles when he was Prime Min-
ister, and he agreed with her that eplleptics
were capable of being employed, but he did
say that there were difficulties surrounding
the payment of workers’ compensation and
superannuation to them. 1 think there
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are 2,600 eplleptics employed in the Com-
monwealth. In thizs State some are em-
ployed at the chest hospital and in other
avenues of employment.

~ If 15 per cent. of the total of epileptics
in Australia are capable of being employed
full time, but run the risk of becoming
reciplents of an invalid pension because of
their immediate dismissal if they take a
fit whilst at work, surely steps should be
taken in this country similar to those that
have been taken in the United Kingdom.

In England, under the Disabled Persons
Act, 1944, an employer of 20 or more
workers is obliged to employ a certain
proportion of disabled people., For ex-
ample, if he has 100 employees he has to
employ three workers who are disabled.
The Government makes up any difference
between the award rate of pay and the
actual earnings, and also provides other
benefits for these disabled persons.

The polnt I am making is that in this
State we have a number of young men and
women who, although suffering from a
handicap, are quite capable of being em-
ployed. One disabled young man had been
<mployed by the Taxatlon Department for
21 months. He is 22 or 23 years of age
but he has not had an epileptic £t since
he was 16. He was employed permanently.
He then had a fit, and as a result he was
given a letter in which his permanency of
employment was retracted and he was
offered employment on a temporary basis.

We have the situation where some
eplleptics are working in the Rallways
Department. The situation has arisen in
Western Australia where both the State
and the Commonwealth Governments
should get together on this matter,

I now wish to quote portion of a letter
which deals with the case of a young man
who suffers from this disabllity. He has
been employed in the Rallways Depart-
ment on three oceasions. On two of those
occasfons—in 1968 and 1969—he left the
department of his own accord. His father
has also been employed in the raillways,
for a period of over 30 years. The letter
states—

His condition came under notice on
24th July, 1970, after suffering an
epileptic fit In the boiler shop from
where he was transferred to the
ambulance room for attention. It was
here that it was discovered that he
had been suffering from epllepsy and
that he had been taking tablets to
control this condition for a consider-
able pertod. Confirmation was also
recelved from his father, who 18 also
employed in the workshops, that
Temporary Labourer . . . did have a
history of epilepsy.

In view of the risks invelved to him-
self and others it was declded to dis-
pense with his services and notifica-
tion to him of termination of services
became effective from 4.15 pm. on
31st July, 1970.
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The Hon. R. F. Hutchison:
paragraph is a lot of rot.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: Regarding
the statement as to the risks involved to
the worker himself, I would point out that
he has had on the average only three petite
mal fits a year. He has a robust physique,
being about three Inches taller than I am;
and he wefghs at least 14 stone. He was
dismissed for the reasons set out in the
letter T have mentioned, but to the credit
of the Minister for Railways he has taken
this matter up.

Further on In the letter the following
aAppears:—

In arriving at this declsion cog-
nizance was taken of the world-wide
effort in recent years to place these
unfortunate people in suitable employ~
ment.

These people are no more unfortunate
than those who suffer from asthma or
sugar diabetes. The letter continues—

A lead in this connection was pro-
vided by the Commonwealth Employ-
ment Service many years ago in
providing a speclalised service whereby
tratned officers were placed in each
of the regional offices in the capital
cities, to assist in placing these people
in suitable employment. During the
perlod 1961-1366, 2053 such placements
were made by the Commonwealth
Employment Service.

The reason I am drawing attention to this
letter is that I want to make an appeal to
the Ministers of the Crown to make this
suggestion to thelr departments: Where
people, such as the one mentioned in the
letter I have quoted, apply for employment
they should, at least, be given an oppor-
tunity to show whether or not they can do
the work. In my opinion, and in the
opinion of the assoclation and that of the
International Bureau of Epilepsy, Govern-
ments are the ones who will have to assist
in providing employment for these people.

A young lad who suffers from epllepsy
has been working at the chest clinic for
some time. He is s good footballer and
cricketer. He has not applied for a car
license. Owing to prejudice that exists
through public ignorance, once they are
classified as suffering from this disability
epilepiics seem to be regarded as second-
class citizens. They remain In whatever
grade of employment they are in and they
do not seem to be able to obtaln promotion.
These people are employed in the Re-
patriation Department, the Commonwealth
Taxation Department, and the Customs
Department. Fortunately, one of them has
now been accepted on & permanent basls
in the Customs Department, because he has
not experienced a fit for three years.

Under ordinary circumstances people
suffering from this complaint are fit and
able bodied, except that occaslonally they
have to be off work for half an hour at a
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time. These people are more stable in
their employment and they do not take a
Monday off—like some workers do—after
they have worked at double time on
Sunday.

I would likke to draw attention to the
fact that the Minister for Local Govern-
ment and his department have taken 146
or 147 copies of the booklet dealing with
epllepsy. The Minister has assured me that
every shire in this State has been supplied
with a copy. On behalf of the assoclation
I thank the Minister for Local Government
for his gesture. The Minister for Education
is looking into the situation with a view to
supplying schools with these booklets, In
view of the large amount of money that
has been spent by the Government on this,
the association feels that each school in
the State should be supplied with & copy.

The Hon. R, F. Hutchison: Anyone is
llable to take an eplleptic fit at any time,
no matter who he is,

The Hon. P. R. H. LAVERY: I am most
sincere in my appeal to the Ministers of
the Crown to give this matter considera-
tion. If Dr. Hislop has not already spoken
during the Address-in-Reply debate I am
sure he will be only too happy to support
my remarks. I thank members for listening
g) what I have to say. I support the mo-

on.

THE HON. R. THOMPSON (South
Metropolitan) [552 pm.1: I also wish to
support the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply moved by Mr. Syd
Thompson. Reference was made in the
Governor’s Speech to the formative stages
of the proposed ministry for conservation.
We have known about this for some time.
I feel it is about time that the loose ends
were tled up, so that people of the State
will know where they are going in respect
of conservation,

I am not one of those who are jumping
on the bandwagon In relatlon to conserva-
tion or pollution, because the Hansard re-
pvorts of the debates show that over the
past 10 or 11 years I have been speaking
on this matter, particularly on the side of
pollution as it affects the area I represent.

The Hon. A. P, Griffith: You have been
on the side of anti-pollution.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I have been
on the side of anti-poliution, Last session
when I was dealing with the pollution of
underground water supplies I pointed to
the situation which existed in the Coogee
area, and still exists. In that area abnox-
fous trades have been established, and a
sewerage main runs past the existing works,
Yet we find that industrial waste is still
being pumped into Cockburn Bound. This
matter has been the subject of a great
deal of discussion; and it has created ill
feeling and received a lot of Press publicity
in the last few months.
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1 feel the Government has a responsi-
bility in this matter. It 1s idle to say that
it will appoint a Minister for conservation.
A special ministry does not have to be set
up to deal with pollution of the type I
have mentioned.

The sewerage line which goes past the
existing works at Coogee is a pressure fed
main. The solution to the disposing of in-
dustrial efluent into Cockburn Bound is a
simple one. It would only require the con-
struction of a pondage system at a central
point, so that all the effluent could be
pumped into it. From that central point
the sewage could be fed into the pressure
maln.

The Press is very vigilant in respect of
pollution. Even when a pilece of fat 1s
found floating in Cockburn Sound the Press
will bring the matter to the notice of the
public; and rightly so. I think the public
should be thankful to the Press for draw-
ing these matters to the attention of the
people.

However, we should also have regard for
the industries that are established in that
area. Some of them were directed to be
established there, and they were not glven
a choice. Being obnoxlous trades they had
to be established in an area set aside for
that purpose. Therefore, it is a Govern-
ment responsibility.

At the present time the main estahlish-
ments which still have a direct connection
to dispose of efluent into Cockburn Sound
are W.A. Meat Export Works; Shilkin &
Son Tannery Works; Watsons Foods Pty.
Lid.; Anchorage Butchers Pty. Lid.; and a
small fish filletting works which taps the
pipeline connecting the Watsons Foods Pty.
Ltd. premises and Cockburn Sound.

I ask: Is it necessary that the industrial
efluent should be discharged into Cock-
burn Sound at all? There is already a
sewerage main running past these works;
and it only requires the construction of a
pondage system in the vicinity of Ocean
Road to enahble all the effluent to be
pumped to a central point from where it
can be fed into the pressure main.

1 understand that at the present time a
survey is heing undertaken at Government
expense, but how far it will go I do not
know. When we look at Kwinana, which
15 in the heart of the Cockburn Sound
area, we find that under its agreement
CBBP is permitted to pump effluent into
Cockburn Sound. It is allowed to pump a
maximum of 350 tons of gypsum per day
into a depth of eight fathoms of water.
Gypsum ncutralises salt more effectively
than any other known material.

Further north we find the B.HP. works.
I have not looked into the industrial effiu-
ent from this establishment, but I am told
authoritatively that the water which is
discharged from these works into Cockburn
Sound is clear water, but unfortunately it
contains 2 per cent. of iron oxide. In con-
junction with the gypsum residue that is
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being discharged from CSBP, the effluent
from BHUP. will do further damage to
Cockburn Sound.

The effect over a few years from the
discharge of thousands of gallons of water
containing iron oxide and of a few hundred
tons of gypsurn per day into Cockburn
Sound will be disastrous. The time to act
is now If no action is taken at this stage,
then in a few years' time any remedial
action to preserve Cockburn Sound as a
clean stretch of water will be of no avail.
I think the people of the area are entitled
to be able to swim in the sound area with
complete safety. Criticism can be levelled
at the Government, and at the Government
only, because it has been inactive in pre-
venting the pollution of Cockburn Sound.

I was also told, by the expert with whom
I have discussed these matters, that even
with the Swan River a type of pondage
system is used by some of the industrial
works. I have not investigated this point
myself, but according to the expert, when
the tide goes out the plug comes oput and
the effluent runs out to sea. When the
tids comes in the plug is replaced,

I give full marks to the Swan River Con-
servation Board for the work it has done
in the Swan and Canning Rivers. Much
credit must go to that organisation because
it is limited with its finance and cannot
police fully the discharge of effluent into
the rivers.

Yesterday morning whilst driving to
Perth I heard a radio patrol car reporting
back to iis station. The operator said that
he had been looking for pollution but the
only pollution he saw was in the Swan
River. So it is apparent that the Swan
River had its share of pollution yesterday
morning.

Whilst on the subject of pollution, I
would llke to draw attention to Vol. 24,
No. 2, of the Ipa Rewview which was pub-
lished in April-June, 1970. On page 58
appears an article on “Industry and the
Environment.” It was contributed by
Charles B. McCoy, president, and Dr.
Samuel Lenher, vice-president, of E. I. du
Pont de Nemours & Co. Evidently these
two people work in opposition, but they
have got together on this occaslon. One
man is a conservationist and anti-pollu-
tionist, and the other is a forthright
spokesman for American business on en-
vironnmental problems. The latter has in-
terested himself in anti-pollution mesasures
as they affect particular areas.

I do not intend to quote the whole
article, but it is worth while drawing the
attention of members to what appears on
page 60. The article, in part, reads as
follows:—-

None of us would want to suggest
that industry—or. indeed, any other
segment of soclety—has the special
wisdotn to set forth an approbriate
national policy and make it work. But
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by the same token, industry can con-
tribute to the development of sound
policy, and has & continuing role to
play in its execution.

In this context, there are four points

to discuss:
Tl}e way we approach the prob-

em.

The costs.
The criteria we set up.

The basic Tole that the public
must play in deciding what the
goals will be,

The article goes on to state that Govern-
nients must play thelr part. No compsany,
however well disposed towards containing
pollution, can do it on its own, Possibly
other members have seen pollution occur-
ring in other countries; I have not had
that opportunity. Possibly a heavy burden
would be placed on some companles if
they were forced to cease polluting rivers
and lakes. I helieve that some rivers and
lakes have become sterlle, particularly in
Canada.

We should, therefore, stop polluting
Cockburn Scund. Let us see some action
on the part of the Government in an
attempt a$ Ieast to contain the situation as
it exists at present.

Sitting suspended from 6.05 to 7.30 p.m.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Prior to
the tea suspension I was about to make
the point that Mr. White spoke about land
tax as it affects his area, and he gave
some excellent examples.

I can recall that several years ago I
gave similar examples when a revaluation
took place in Cockburn. At that time,
from memory, vermin and noxious weeds
rates were increased on one property to
$113. The total amount of tax payable on
that property was {n excess of $1,000. The
area of the property was 43 acres and
there was no physical access whatsoever to
it because of resumptions by the Rallways
Department. A man had a block of land
that was completely isolated and to which
there was ho access; yet he was liable for
that amount of land tax each year. Even-
tually he was forced into the position
where he had to sell the land.

Similar to the examples given by Mr.
White, there were many landholders with
five acres contalning Umestone outcrops
which would not feed one rabbit a year,
land which could not be subdivided be-
cause of the restricticns placed on sub-
divisions in the area; but the landholders
were faced with tax assessments of $100,
which amount was far In excess of that
levied by the Cockburn Shire Council.

1 know that the Cockburn Shire Council
has made preliminary approaches to the
Minister for Local Qovernment to have
the area declared g town on its cen-
tenary next year. However desirable it
might be to Uft the status of an area
from a shire to a town, it results in some
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disadventages as far as the people are
concerned. From some letters that I in-
tend to quote in a moment, it will be seen
that immediately the status is lited from
a shire to & town the primary producers
in the area become subject to land tax
assessment under the Land Tax Assess-
ment Act.

I think the Minister should take cognis-
ance of that fact before he grants higher
status to a shire in the future. All fac-
tors must be taken into consideration. I
do not think it is sufficient to say, “Yes,
you have the population and annual in-
come which puts you In this category.”
Other factors such as urban and commer-
cial development of the area generally
must be taken into consideration.

The Shire of Cockburn has an area of
52 square miles. Probably three miles
square of it is taken up by urban develop-
ment; it may be a little more than that—
I am only guessing here. However, three
miles square, or a little more, would be
near enough to 1t. In the main this shire
is zoned as rural but the people who are
earning Income from the land at the
present time—whether they be market
gardeners, poultry farmers, pig farmers, or
small sheep farmers—will be sadly at a
disadvantage 1f they have to pay this tax.

To give proof of this, we know that the
town of Melville was made a city two, or
two and a half years ago. One of the
rural landholders in the Melville area at
that tlme was faced with an enormous
land tax bill. The owner of the land wrote
to Mr. J. Slattery, who was then the
Commissioner of Taxatlon, objecting to
this large tax being imposed on rural pro-
perties. I have not got s copy of his
letter but the owner told me that was the
text of the letter. Mr, Slattery replied to
him on the 8th August, 1969, in the fol-
lowing terms;—

Dear Sir,

LAND TAX: WILLAGEE HOLDINGS
PTY. LTD.

With reference to your letter dated
4/7/69, cbjecting to the Land Tax
Assessment based on ownership of land
as at 30/6/68 on the grounds that the
property Is used for agricultural pur-
DOSES.

The assessment was based on two
parcels of land, one situated in the
Cockburn Shire district and one in the
Melville City district.

The land situated in the Cockburn
Shire district has been assessed for
Noxlous Weed and Vermin Rate only,
whilst the land situated in the Mel-
ville City district has been assessed for
Land Tax, Metro. Reglon Improvement
Tax and Noxious Weed and Vermin
Rate.

Under the current provisiocns of the
Land Tax Assessment Act, by reason
of amending Act No, 104 of 1965, land
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situated within the municipal district
of a city or a town, as defined by Local
Government Act, 1060, cannot bhe
exempted from Land Tax I it 1s used
for a buslness or primary production.
Under these circumstances Land Tax
and Metropolitan Region Improve-
ment Tax has been correctly assessed
on Lot 9, Diagram 17533, value
$234000 situated within the municipal
district of the City of Melville, Taxa-
bllity for Metro. Region Improvement
Tax of land situated within the Metro.
region follows the same provisions as
latd down for Land Tax assessment.

Extract of the relevant provisions of
the Land Tax Assessment Act:

Sec. 9. For the purposes of this
Act land shall be improved land-—

(a) “In the case of Iand that is
not situated In the munieci-
pal distriet of a Munici-
pality that is a city or town
as deflned in the Local
Government Act, 1860, and
which 18 used solely or prin-
cipally for all or any of the
following buslnesses, name-
ly. an agricultural, pastoral,
horticultural, aplcultural,
grazing, plg ralsing or
poultry farming business.”

Sec. 10. (1) The lands and classes
of lands hereinafter specified are
exempted from assessment for taxa-
tion under this Act, viz:—

(g) Improved Land within the
meaning of paragraph (a)
of section nine of thls Act.

{Paragraphs (a) and (g’
are new paragraphs In-
serted by Act 104 of 1965.)

A letter withdrawing your objection
would now be apprectated.

Yours faithfully,
J. SLATTERY,
Commlisstoner of Taxatlon.

The owner of this land was not quite satis-
fied because at that particular time, and
up till early this year, there waes & restric-
tion on subdivision of the land. It was im-
possible for the owner to subdivide it, and
it cost him more time and money. In the
meantime, some persons had taken options
on the property and the owner was placed
in the position where he had to accept the
options, despite the fact that he had in-
tended to subdivide the land and put it on
the market In competition with a big land
and estate agent in the North Lake Road
area. He found that he was considerably
handicapped and he was unable to do it.

Following receipt of the letter from Mr.
Slattery, the owner then wrote to Mr.
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Nalder, the Minister for Agriculture. That
letter reads—

Re: Land Tax Exemption for
Primary Producers.

As Minister for Aegriculture we
would like you to explain the reason
for the Land Tax Act 104 in 1965 to
Assess Land Tax on g property simply
on the title of the Local Authoritys
area. It seems to be legislation that
cannot be justified, This impression
is also held by the many peobple we
have discussed the facts with, inclnd-
ing Ministers of Parliament and staff
of Taxatlion Department, and on good
authority only applies to our property
and one in Alhany.

As this assessment involves us in
extortionate cost we request you en-
deavour to rectify the position so thet
we are not at a disadvantage with
others in the industry.

Thanking you in anticipation.
Yours faithfully,

Mr., Nalder replied on the 18th December,
1969, and said—

I have had the subject of your letter
of the 5th November, 1969, thoroughly
investizgated and regret that I cannot
find justification to amend the Land
Tax Assessment Act as it presently
relates to the exemption for primary
producers.

The restriction of the exemption for
primary producers to land outside
municipalities that are cities or towns
is based on sound land-use economics.

I would like note to be taken of that. The
letter continues—

It is characteristic of citles and
towns that the land within their
boundaries ig used predominantly for
residential or commercial purposes. If
all of the land in these municipalities
has not yet been used for such pur-
poses, it s usual that the area will be
subject to development in the foresee-
able future.

With urban development the com-
munity is involved In the costly pro-
vision of services such as roads, water,
power and sewerage anhd drainage
systems, Therefore, from & com-
munity point of view, it is most
desirable that these costs should not
be increased unnecessarily by extend-
ing them past land that is not being
used to Its best economic advantage.
Although I am sympathetic to primary
producers who find their properties in
the advance of urban development, I
feel they are adequately compensated
for the costs of re-location by the
marked increase in value of their
properties.

I am sure, therefore that you would
agree that the extension of any con-
cesslons to holders of land In these
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eircumstances, which would reduce
their holding costs and possibly en-
courage them to withhold their pro-
perties from development, would be
quite unwarranted.

It is for these reasons that I am
ungble to consider amending the Land
Tax legislation to extend the exemp-
tion for primary producers to land
within cities and towns.

Yours fatthfully,

C. D, NALDER,
Minister for Agriculture.

Although we could agree in broad principle
with some of the things sald by the Min-
ister for Agriculture, generally his reasons
would be unacceptable when it comes to
raising the status of a shire that is pre-
dominantly rural, and I think he would
he wide of the mark in the extreme In
saying that urban and commercial develop-
ment would take over in the forseeable
future. I would say that in the forseeable
future of Cockburn mueh of the area will
still be rural and the people who eke out a
living from land in this area will be faced
with high land tax bills under the Act.

1 would like the Minister at least to give
an undertaking in this matter. I know he
is not hound to do so, but I feel it will
probably be Cockburn next year, Kwinana
the year after, then Kalamunda, and who
knows what the year after. I think 1t is
good that shires should apply for town
status, but the primary producer who has
been established in the area—the man
who has been of value and who has been
the lifeblood of the area—for many years
is now being forced into the position where
he has to get out or pay exorbitant rates
and taxes. Possibly some inquiry could be
held into this matter. I feel the provisions
1ajd down are justified provided the people
concerned are not withholding their land
from urban development. If they are
doing so, well and good; they must pay
the extra tax. However, if they are not,
they should be free from this tax.

The next matter which concerns me is
something about which I have been at-
tempting to obtain an answer from the
State Housing Commission since November
of last vear. Some of my constituents who
reside in Btate Housing Commission homes
in the Willagee area are salso most con-
cerned. Continually letters have been
written to the Press; to Mr. Tonkin, the
Assembly member for the area; to Mr,
Lavery; and to myself. I consider some
of the letters written by the State Houslng
Commission are intended to befuddle the
people who recejve them, because they are
not clear in any shape or form,

I will read out a letter from the State
Housing Commission. I have been trying
weekly—not monthly, but weekly—to ob-
tain an answer in regard to one particular
paragraph In the letter. However, 1 will

287

read the whole letter to {llustrate the
problem. It reads—

Desr Sir,

1 wish to advise that the State
Housing Commission has, in the in-
terests of future development, decided
to retain ownership of an area at
WILLAGEE, of which the present
property tenanted by vou is a part.

The Commission s, therefore, not
prepared to approve an application
from you to purchase this property,
and any implied option given to pur-
chase when Yyou accepted tenancy is
hereby withdrawn,

In the event of you desiring to pur-
chase a Commission home in another
locality, the Commission will give
consideration to an application and,
subject to mutual agreement being
reached as to locallty and house re-
quired, is prepared to allow the amount
of capital repayments accrued by you
on your present rental property as
whole or part deposit on the alterna-
tive house.

The letter is slgned by the COfficer in
Charge, Sales and Tenancy Sectlon. Any-
one who read that letter would gain the
impression that certain parts of Willagee
are reserved for future development—
probably flai development. However, then
we come to the last paragraph which says
that if the person concerned desires to
purchase & home in another locality the
commissjon will give consideration to his
application, subject to mutual agreement
being reached as to the locality and the
house required. The commisslon also states
it 1s prepared to allow the amount of
capital repayments acerued by the person
as & deposit on the new house.

So it would appear that everything is
bright and rosy as far as the tenant is
concerned. I would point out that letters
have heen going backwards and forwards
to and from the commission continually;
some, from the commission, addressed to
myself, and others addressed to the tenant.
However, to date no clarification has been
given as to whether or not the tenant will
be transferred to a suitable home.

I have another similar case in which the
person concerned has been denied the right
to purchase a home. He wrote a letter to
me which reads as follows:—

Dear Sir,

We came to Hve at the above address
30.3.57. Previous 2 years was spent at
Davis Park under the commission.

We wrote to the commission 5 or 6
years ago wishing to purchase the
above property.

We were Informed at that time
Willagee area was under review for
further development,



288

1 iater wrote to the commission ask-
ing the position because we wished to
make improvements to the front of
the grounds (drive way, paths, etc.).

I was Informed by telephone a
couple of days later not to spend time
nor money on improvements because
the area of Willagee to be affected was
not yet known. Since then there has
been further correspondence which I
now enclose,

The original tenancy agreement set out
that s person may buy the home without
committing himself straightaway. He
could buy it at virtually the price applic-
able when he took up his temancy. This
provision was included in the 1963 regula-
tions of the commission; and after a
further 12 months’ period the tenant had
to pay $9.50 and have a valuation carried
out if he wished to purchase the home.

In 1964 there was further correspond-
ence stating that £4.15s. was the fee for the
valuation. Then we come to the lst May,
1970. 1 will read out a letter which illus-
trates the gobbledygook we get from de-
partments. If people are supposed to
understand it, then it s no wonder they
get cross and annoyed, to say the least,
at some of the decisions made. Possibly
the officers concerned do not check pre-
vious correspondence, and the next couple
f letters I quote will prove my point.
This letter is dated the 1st May, 1970, and
reads—

Dear Sir,

I wish to advise that the State
Housing Commission has, in the in-
terests of future development, decided
to retain ownership of an area at
WILLAGEE, of which the present pro-
perty tenanted by you is a part.

The Commission is, therefore, not
prepared to approve an _npplicatlon
from you to purchase this property,
and any implied option given to pur-
chase when you accepted tenancy s
hereby withdrawn.,

In the event of you desiring to pur-
chase a Commission home in another
1ocality, the Commission will give con-
sideration to an application andg, sub-
ject to mutual agreement being reach-
ed as to locality and house required,
is prepared to allow the amount of
capital repayments accrued by you on
your present rental property as whole
or part deposit on the alternative
house.

That is in line with the letter I read out
previously., Then there is a further letter
from the commission on the 29th May,
1970, which reads—

Dear Sir,

In reply to your recent correspond-
ence, unfortunately, I have to advise
you that at the moment there are no
purchase homes available in the Fre-
mantle area. At the moment all
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building is in the Perth area at Balga
and Lockridge. There are plans for
further bullding in the Fremantle area
later this year and it is suggested that
you defer your consideration of pro-
posal for a purchase home until these
become avallable, unless you would
like to have a purchase house in
Balga or Lockridge.

On the 18th June this year, following

further representations, the commission

wrote to say—

Your application for & Purchase
Home from the State Housing Com-
mission has been listed as from the
date of lodgement 10th June 1970 for
the Perth districets.

At the present time, Purchase
Homes are being allotted to those per-
sons who applied for this district
during the month of June 1986.

When your turn has been reached,
you will be invited to call and select
a home of your choice, in any of the
estates available at that time. However,
if at that date you are unable to pro-
ceed the Commission will have no
alternative other than to withdraw
the proposal.

It is important therefore, that you
notify any change of address, as in
the event of a withdrawal, the priority
date could not be reinstated.

Your file No. with this Department
is 1687/54 and you are requested to
quote this number in any future
correspondence to this Office.

So we find that on the 29th May the
person was told that, provided he could
select & house in Balga or Lockridge which
suited his needs, his requirements would
be me{. On the other hand, if he cared to
defer his application until further homes
were built in the Fremantle area, he could
have one of his choice. Then, on the 18th
Junte, that was wiped aside completely and
the person concerned was told that he
would be conslidered as a brand new appli-
cant without any equity in his home and
placed on an awalt-turn basis. 'This is
not his fault; he has been a resident in
the area since 1957, so he has been a
tenant for 13 years. Six or seven years
ago, when he wanted to buy his home, he
was told he eould not; then he was told
that he could select a house in the Perth
district; now he is told that he is back on
the waiting Hst. I would say that with the
number of purchase homes being built, he
will be lucky to get a purchase home
offered to him within the next seven or
eight years.

As the commission pointed out, few
homes are being built in the Fremantle
area. However these people are entitled
to a priority because they have been good
tenants for 13 years. They are entitled to
a transfer and not to receive sllly letters
from time to time, one countermanding
the other. I do not think it is fair to the
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residents of the area and I suggest that
more care should be exercised in the de-
partment when letters are written so that
ghe people who receive the letters are not
ooled.

We find that some people who have
resided in this area for many years do
not wish to purchase their homes owing
to age, infirmity, or their economic situa-
tion. They wish to llve in the homes they
have occupied for many years. As recently
as last Sunday morning a dear old lady
phoned me and sald her hushand was very
ill and she was worried stiff because she
had recelved a letter saying they were
going to be put out of their home. 1 told
her to take no notice of it because, as far
as I was concerned, she would not be put
out of her home. I think it is disgraceful
that people should be prematurely worried
about what is going to take place in
Willagee.

I doubt whether any development will
take place in the next 10 or 15 years be-
cause the Housing Commission still has
an shundance of land for development in
the Fremantle area. It also holds an area
of land which borders Hamilton Hill and
Coolbellup, through to¢ Phoenix Road,
and down to Bibra Lake, which it acquired
from the University last year on an ex-
change basis. The commission also holds
land in Spearwood and Coogee Beach, so
it has plenty of land that could be
developed. The Department of Industrial
Development owns & tract of land from
Woodman Point down to the Naval Base
holiday cottages, and I feel it would be
wrong if an industry was established in
that area.

These are urban and residential blocks,
If my memory serves me right they were
subdivided in about 1919, just after the
first World War. Although no title has
been issued, they are under subdivision.

I feel it is quite wrong that industry
should be established on beachfront land;
it should be established further inland and
the people should be given use of the
beachfront and of the choice blocks. Peo-
ple should not have their views obstructed
by ugly chimneys, some of which can be
seen along the road on which one must
drive to go south of Fremantle.

I hope the Minister will give me some
clarification on this particular issue, he-
cause having seen some of the letters from
the Housing Commission, I am convinced
it does not know what it is talking about,
I have referred this matter to a succession
of liaison officers, and while I am not re-
flecting on these officers we quite often
find that one liaison officer goes on leave
and is replaced by another and, con-
sequently, he is noi altogether in touch
with the question. These officers are doing
a very hard job and they certainly do their
best at all times. They are most attentive
to members when they are asked for in-
formation; but we have a series of letters
being issued to prospective homebuyers and
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it the officers of the Housing Commission
are not clear on these matters, what can
we a5 members of Parliament tell the peo-
ple when we are asked for advice in con-
nection with them? It makes us feel
utter fools.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: You speak for
yourself,

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The honour-
able member might feel one all the time; I
certainly do not.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: Do not be nasty.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I would now
like to deal with the handling of matters
by magistrates and solicitors when these
cases come before the Married Persons
Summary Relief Court where maintenance
and separation orders are given,

There seems to be some misconception
in the minds of solicitors as to & woman's
rights after she receives a malintenance
order or a separation order from her hus-
band. I have dealt with probably 20 or 30
such cases in the last few years and I have
found that solicliors have often told the
woman concerned that it is quite sufficient
to obtain a consent agreement. This must,
of course, be ratified by the court; but
there are c¢ases in which at a later date
the woman possibly finds herself in the
position where her husband does not live
up to the requirements of the maintenance
order either in regard to herself or her
children, as the case may be, and she then
finds it is necessary to resort to assistance
from the Child Welfare Department.

This is costing the State thousands of
dollars a year when it should be the re-
sponsibility of the Department of Social
Services. I would like to quote a few
exampbles. If two parties to an agreement
decide by consent that they will separate,
and the husband agrees to maintain the
children and not the wife, the children are
then subject to the order that is issued by
the magistrate and maintenance is paid by
the husband and recovered by the wife for
the care of the children.

The wife, however, must work and fend
for herself. As time goes on we find that,
possibly for health reasons, the wife can-
not continue working and as the children
get older she feels that she is entitled to
a widow’s pension; because if a wife has
been deserted by her husband for six
months and is not maintained by him, she
is entitled under the Social Services Act to
apply for such & pension. If she comes
within the limits of the means test she is,
in most cases, granted a widow’s pension.

Once she has entered upon a consent
agreement, with her husband, she is ruled
out for all time from being entitled to a
widow's pension, and she must therefore go
back to the Child Welfare Department
which, in the main, pays about $22 to $25
a week, depending on the numher of chil-
dren, There is not much difference be-
tween that amount and the amount of the
pension.
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1 feel, however, that this is an unfair
burden for the Child Welfare Department
to carry and it is brought about by magis-
trates and solicitors who are trained legal
men but who do not trouble to find out
the law as it affects the Social Services Act.

It should be brought home quite clearly,
particularly to the magistrates, that on all
counts where no large money settlement is
involved, if a wife who fakes action
against her husband i{s awarded even
10¢c a week, this should be sufficient
proof that she had flled a suit for main-
tenance against her husband. If he deseris
her in the future she would then be en-
titled to a widow's pension.

We find solicitors and others who do this
type of work fake the easy way out. They
do not examine or take Inte consideration
the future of the people with whom they
are dealing. Rather than go to court they
suggest that it will only involve a small
formal hearing and they advise the hus-
band to pay $5 a week for the child; they
suggest that the wife continue working
and all they need do 1s to present them-
selves at the court and this is how things
will be decided.

To explain how this works I would like
to give an example of the position, The
first action I have here took place in
November, 1865. The wife sued the hus-
band before the Married Persons Sum-
mary Relief Court, and it was stated In
the complaint that he was guilty of con-
structive desertion of the complainant on
the 27th November, 1965. He was also
guilty of cruelty to the complainent and of
wilful neglect to provide reasonable main-
tenance for the complainant and the child
of the family born on a particular date.

On advice from the solicitor this com-
plaint was withdrawn and on the order we
find that the matter was adjourned sine
die. The case came before the magistrate
on the 27th January, 1966. The same
grounds were Involved—constructive de-
sertion of the complainant on the 27th
October, 1965; cruelty to the complainant,
and wilful negiect to provide reasonable
maintenance for the child of the family.

On this occasion the solicitor advised the
wife that he had spoken to the husband
and, as a result, he was prepared {0 pay
maintenance for the child. The solicitor
asked her whether she would consent to
this. The wife said, “I will have to con-
tinue working and because of my health
it is advisable that I do work.” He said,
“We will enter into a consent agreement
before the Magistrate.” This was done and
the matter was adjourned sine die subject
to the order which reads—

By consent order for—
1. Custody of child of marriage to

complainant with reasonable ac-
cess by defendant.
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2. Maintenance in respect of said
child at £2.10.0. per week, first pay-
ment 7th January, 1966, in default
one days imprisonment each £1. in
arTears.

3. Defendant to pay complainant’s
costs £10.10.0. default 10 days im-
prisonment.

The lady in question had a serious break-
down in health and her mother, who is
looking after the child, is also suffering
from much the same complaint as the
daughter. The lady had to give up work
and she wishes to apply for a widow's
pension, but under the Act, she can never
obtain a widow's pension. If she takes the
action back to 1965 and sues for mainten-
ance, which was in her original complaint,
and she could get an award for mainten-
ance, and her hushand deserts her again—
a5 he has on this occasion—she would
have a chance of getting a widow's pen-
sion, But where do we find the husband?
He has not paid anything since 1985.

The Hon. L. A, Logan: There are a lot
of missing husbands we can’t find,

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: 1 appreciate
that. I do feel, however, that our law
should be tightened up, particularly in
relation to the children. The mother's
responsibility is with the child. Where it
is only a nominal sum of 10c a week, the
order should be made against the husband.
Consent, maintenance, or separation orders
shouid not be accepted by us. The re-
sponsibility should be sheeted home to the
Commonwealth Government which ad-
ministers the Social Services Act. I admit
the money does come through the Grants
Commission and this helps financially, but
I do not think the money the Common-
wealth pays will meet the full commit-
ment which is pald by our Child Welfare
Department in Western Australia.

If any department in Western Australis
deserves credit it is the Child Welfare
Department. I think it is possibly the best
run department in Western Australia, if
not in the entire English-speaking world.
The officers of the department are ex-
tremely helpful. They do their best to
assist people. Admittedly, complaints are
recelved from time to time from difficult
people, but there 18 no doubt that an
excellent job is being done by the entire
department from the Minister right down
to the junior officers.

I do not like to see the State being taken
for a ride; this is happening at the
moment, and it is brought about by the
action of solicltors and magistrates. I hope
the Minister will have a very close look at
the situation.

When Mr. House was speaking to the
motion he referred to the plight of the
farmers. I admit that I know very little
aboat farming, but I know of the circum-
stances in which farmers find themselves
because people have come to me in the past
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for assistance In these matters. I have
visited three different localities and have
seen some of the problems that exist. The

people who have been on land for a very
short period of time are really in very
serjous difficulty.

On this score they are most disappointed.
I do not know whether they are correct In
their assumption, but they consider the
Governmeni 1s shedding crocodile tears
and that no practical assistance is being
granted to some sections of the farming
community. 1 understand theat drought
relief was available to some farmers who
could give a first morigage to the Rural
and Industries Bank, However, two of the
farmers with whom I have dealt, who
come from east of Merredin, have large
mortgages on their properties. They did
not obtain their land from the Govern-
ment. This land was developed by a cor-
poretion and sold to them. Both these
people had to enter into first mortgages
with other parties, the Government not
being involved, and the morteages involved
wore for $23,000 in one case, and $27,000 in
the other. These amounts are still owing
on the farms. Because they cannot give a
first mortgage on their properties, no as-
sistance is readily available to them. This
is the advice they have given me.

Stock companies, oll companies, and
hire-purchase companies to which they are
indebted for their super, fuel, and plant,
are most difficult to get along with. Once
one persen knows that a farmer cannot
meet his interest payments—and many
farmers are in this predicament and can-
not meet thelr interest payments on their
morigages—the c¢il companjes put in a
writ, followed by the stock companies, and
in some cases, by the finance companies.

However, I must give credit to two
finance companies with which I have deait
beceuse they took a more realistic attitude
than did the stock companies and oil com-
panies. The finance companies consider
that the machinery on which they had a
lien was far more valugble than the
amount of money owing; but they would
extend credit only to January of next year.
This is reasonable from their point of view.
Now, however, the other companles are
taking action for the recovery of their
money and three farmers whom I know
of will be forced to walk off their farms
within the next month when action is
taken through the Supreme Court. They
will have no alternative because they have
ne money.

Two of these farmers have crops planted,
one having 1,400 acres planted and the
other 900 acres. These crops, in all pro-
bability, will get them out of most of their
trouble—not all of it, but most of it. But,
no assistance is available to these people
from the Government. Now where do they
go? What happens to them? These farm-
ers have devoted eight to 10 years of their
lives to their properties and have sunk
everything they have earned back into
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their farms. Now they are forced into a
position where they must get out.and
they cannot reallse on anything on their
properties.

On one farm $21,000 was owing and
accrued interest of something like $2,600,
making a total of a little over $23,000. In
May of this year the interest rate was
increased. Under the terms of the mort-
gage thic can be done if the mortgagee
defaults. As this has occurred, the inter-
est rate has been Increased from 7 per
cent. to 12 per cent. Members can im-
agine how this farmer feels when he has
to leave his farm. Through his solicitor
the mortgage holder has issued an order
for possession of the farm. The solicitor
points out that though the capital
expenditure on this property has been
sss,_guo, he will be lucky to realise $25,000
on it.

This is a disgrace In any community., I
know the Government has been let down
horribly by the actions of the Federal Gov-
ernment. The State Government has stated
that $2,160,000, or thereabouts, is involved,
The Commonwealth has completely wiped
off the Premier's submissions. However,
this is pretty cold comfort to those who, a
few years ago, were being held up as the
wealth of Western Australia. At that
time they were the wealth of Western
Australia.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: They will be
again,

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: In all proba-
bility they will be again, and we certainly
hope s0 and wish them success because
they have assisted in the stability of West-
ern Australia in more ways than cne. Yet
we fAnd that these people are heing forced
off their farms. I know only three, but
there are probably 300 or 3,000. I do not
know the number in this position.

During the war years legislation was en-
acted, possibly on a Commonwealth level,
to protect the interests of people who fell
on hard times or who had to fight in the
services. I consider we need similar legis-
lation to protect people who have put their
life savings into their farms and in all
probability are good citizens in the areas
in which they reside.

I am not at all happy with everything in
the farming world. I consider that there
are still too many 8t. George’s Terrace
farmers and that they are obtaining wheat
quotas which should normally go to those
who are eking out a living from the land.
The farmer who works his land is entitled
to the quota. If members refer to past
speeches I have made on this subject they
will find that I have supported the Potato
Marketing Board in its dealings as against
the part-time market gardener who used
to grow for the Onion Marketing Board,
which was subsequently disbanded.

Let us face it, most of these St. George’s
Terrace farmers have invested in land
mainly as a taxation dodge so that they
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might pour their excess earnings into the
land in order to obtain a taxation deduc-
tion.

The Hon. V. P. Ferry: Who does the
farming for them?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The honour-
able member should know that they have
people employed on their farms. However,
the actual farmers are those who need the
protection. One of the biggest farmers in
the southern hemisphere is in Western
Australia, and I am not referring to Sir
Eric Smart. He has been overshadowed
by a long way by a person who probably
would not know the first thing about farm-
ing. However, this person has bought into
farm after farm, but he gets his income
from his other businesses. Because of the
wheat quota many legitimate farmers on
new land will barely make an existence,
that is if they are able to stay on their
jand. Yet, a person like the one to whom
I have referred, has a quota of millions of
bushels. He is only one example, but he
is the biggest farmer and is possibly the
best to give as an example.

Our quotas, to say nothing of our sense
of valu..]es. are wrong when this type of
thing can occur.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Take one of
those flarmers you mentioned who is in
dire financial stress. What would be your
attitude if one of these so-called St.
George's Terrace farmers wanted to buy
his property at a fair valuation?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: First of sall,
in reply to that interjection, I would say
that these farmers do not want to leave
their land. They want to stay on it.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Give us a fair
answer to the question.

The Hon, R, THOMPSON: The only
time that the St. George's Terrace farmers
would have an opportunity to buy these
farms would be when the finance com-
panies moved in and sold the properties
over farmers' heads.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: If you pick up
the paper any Saturday you will read of
properties for sale at falr valuation.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: That is quite
true, but I am glving instances and the
Minister 15 giving other instances.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: You obvlously
do not want to answer the question.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Those sales
are by private negotlation, but that does
nat get away from the point I was making.
I belleve our sense of values 1s wrong when
we allow the prosperous to become more
prosperous because they are contributing
only capital to a farm, while the farmer
who contributes his own labour and that
of his wife and children, is placed In &
position where he is virtually forced away
from his living,

Mr. House gpoke on the wool industry
and at the time 1 interjected and said
that he was advocating something along
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the lines of what was commonly known as
the Commonwealth wool committee which
was In operation during the war years, I
have in my hand a document which has
been acclaimed by woolgrowers throughout
Australia, but it has been given very little
publicity up to this stage, although I be-
lieve it was mentioned In some of the
country papers ln Western Australia.

Woolgrowers consider that the proposal
propounded in this document would be
ideal. It is a lengthy document and I
will not read it. Its author is none other
than Dr. 8, Patterson, M.H.R., which fact
speaks for itself when dealing with matters
of a rural nature.

I would say from my perusal of the
document that the proposition in 1t is
broadly on the same lines, though possibly
a little more flexible, as the Common-
wealth Government was forced to follow
during the 1939-45 war. If any member
would like to read this document or have
copies of it, I would be only too pleased to
supply them. It is headed. “A Statutory
Authority for the Handling of Wool.” It
advocates that the authority should be con-
ducted on a sound basis similar, perhaps,
to that applicable to co-aperatives.

Then 1t goes on to deal with the world
price, minimum reserve price, subcontracts
for international bilateral agreements, and
a proposition for woolgrowers to con-
tribute a small percentage. The reason
for this 1s that a capital bulldup fund
would be needed. It is feared that if the
Government gave consideration to imple-
menting the scheme it would immediately
58y, “No, we de not have sufficient reserve
moneys.” However, the Commonwealth
Government would have to make available
the reserve moneys. At a Iater stage it
could be recouped in much the same way
as the debentures in Co-operative Bulk
Handling are recouped.

The Hon. S, T. J. Thompson: This is
only a copy of a scheme that has been put
forward many times,

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: If the
honourable member has read it, he would
have knowledge of it.

The Hon. 8. T. J. Thompson:
been published in the paper.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I have not
seen it.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Send one to Mr,
Macarthur-Onslow,

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: I do not
know him. The last matter I wish to touch
on concerns the actions of the P.M.G.'s
Department in shires, towns, or citles for
that matter.

Under the Local Government Act, any
levelllhg, quarrylng, or excavation on
blocks of land has to be done to a standard
which is acceptable to the shire or the shire
engineer, It is not possible to go below
certaln levels and the levelllng must fol-
low contours, and so forth.

It has
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Quite a few complaints have been made
to me lately in the Shire of Cockburn, I
know that the Minister for Local Qovern-
ment knows the ares well, Indeed, he has
been down there in my company on several
occasions. I refer to the corner of Barring-
ton Road where the large shopping centre
is situated. The owners of the land behind
the centre obtained a zoning for a service
station site and took the ground to the
_required levels.

The P.M.G.'s department installed a
trunk line cable to Medina, and put the
cable about eight feet above the crown of
the road on the road verge.

The owners are almost ready to develop
the property, but although their levels are
correct, they find they have to pay an
exorbitant sum of money to sink the cable
below road level. I have a photostat copy
of the normal letter sent out by the
Postmaster-General to the shire. It says—

Commonwealth of Australia
Postmaster-General’'s Department No.
Work Authority No...........

Dear Sir,

You attention is invited to & pro-
posal by this Department to erect........

lay

.................................... 1 + TRV PO RN
b o't s + RTINSO 7 TSP in
Town

the clty oOf oo

Shire

A sgketeh plan indlcating the proposed
position of the ... is attached.

The work will be carried out in
accordance with the provision of the
Post and Telegraph Act of 1901-68
and 1is expected to commence on or
about ... 1t is the desire
of this Department to conform as
closely as practicable to the reason-
able wishes of all persons or partles
concerned; and I shall be glad, there-
fore if you will communicate with
............................... within seven days of
this notification If your.................c....
deslres any variation to the action
proposed.

would you kindly arrange to furnish
& written notice of any intention to
depart from the existing alignment or
levels of land, paths, roads, ete, In
the absence of any such communica-
tion from you, it will be assumed that
the existing alignment and levels are
permanent.

Yours faithfully,

SKETCH PLAN

It does not matter how much the shires
object and, in the main, they object vigor-
ously. The department comes along and
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says, “It i5s too expensive to sink below
road level.” In consequence, the cable is
put over a rocky outcrop and a few years
later the shire or the landowner has to pay
to sink it. I think the Minister should talk
very sternly to the department on this
question. Indeed, it should be written into
ocur Act that before any P.M.G. work takes
place within a shire, the work must have
the consent of the full councit so0 that the
money of the shires and ratepayers is not
wasted on sinking something to s level
where it should have been installed in the
first place.

After all, the Commonwesalth charges
individuals an enormous amount for tele-
phone rentals and charges. Possibly the
PM.G.'s Department is the most lucrative
business In the world when we consider the
costs and charges in Australia {n compari-
son with those of other countries,

The Hon, J. Dolan: Ned Kelly will
appear on the new stamps.

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: I sincerely
trust that some clarification will be given
on the matters I have ralsed. I would par-
ticularly like to see the effluent in the
Coogee area discharged by pipeline into the
sewerage ftreatment plant at Woodman
Point. I think that is a must and the
people are entitled to this. The married
women’s protection court would protect the
State, apart from the person concerned,
from unreasongble payouts from State
funds. I also mentloned shire ratings un-
der the Land Tax Assessment Act, and I
hope this matter will be dealt with. I sup-
port the motion.

THE HON. T. 0. PERRY (Lower Cen-
tral) 1837 pm.l: 1 support the motion
moved by Mr. Syd Thompson. I listened to
his statements on the progress made in
this State. I also listened intently to His
Excellency the Governor when he spoke of
the growth and development of Waestern
Australia. Unfortunately one section of the
community is not sharing in this pros-
perity; I refer to the farming community.

I agree with some of the statements
made by Mr. Ron Thompson. I do not
agree with all of them, of course, but I
agree with some. I make a plea for a better
deal for our ferming community. I realise
that the prosperity of the rural community
as & whole is governed to a large extent
by the bprosperity of the farming com-
munity, The local storekeeper, butcher,
and baker all rely on the level of prosperity
of the farming community for their very
livelihood.

I do not wish to weary the House with
& long speech on the depressed state of our
farming Industries. T think members are
aware that all is not well with our primary
industries. Every time we pick up a paper,
turn on the radio, or the television set,
this fact is highlighted. Those members
who represent rural or country areas are
particularly aware of the problem. Many
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of them have attended protest meetings
or meetings convened to try to solve the
problem. In the city we have witnessed a
protest march organised by farmers’ wives.
Therefore, I think we can accept that the
problem is real and that the problem is
serious.

It 15 not confined to this State alone, nor
even to Australis. Many of the major agri-
cultural countries in the werld have similar
problems. I refer to France, Britain, Can-
ada, and America. Many producers in those
countries receive varying degrees of help,
mostly by way of subsidies.

1 personally have very vivid memories
of the depression of the 1930s when men
walked not only our city streets, but indeed
our country roads in search of work. My
old home was huilt alongside one of the
major highways and hardly a day went
past when men did not call begeing for
food. They were not professional tramps.
Some were tradespeople: carpenters,
bricklayers, and plumbers. Others were
unskilled labourers, but almost all were
genuinely seeking work and were prepared
to work. They offered to work for food
only and, indeed, many did work for weeks
and months for only their keep.

The position of farmers in the drought
areas of the State at the moment—not
only new land farmers but all those who
have heavy financial commitments—is
practically the same as the position of the
farmer in the 1930s. The only difference
I suppose is that at that time the whole
of the world felt the Impact of the de-
pression.

However, today most sections of the
Australlan community enjoy unparalleled
prosperity. Therefore, I must ask the
question: Why is it that, iIn a time of
unparatleled national prosperity, many of
our farmers are experiencing a challenge
to their very future?

Secondary industries in this country en-
joy tariff protection. If it were not for
tariff protection, many of them could not
even exist. I belleve that many of our
secondary Industries enjoy too high a
level of tariff protection. When one reads
of the enormous profiis made by big com-
panies one is forced to ask: When these
companies apply for tariff protection, Is
it granted too readily or too haphazardly
without investigating the necessity for such
a high level of tariff protection?

For instance, let us take B.HP. That
company applied for an increase in the
price of steel and was granted an increase
of 3.5 per cent. Almost immediately it
announced o record all-time profit of
$58,000,000. The oil companies applied for
an increase in the price of fuel and were
granted an increase of l¢ per gallon. In
that vear the Shell Ol Company an-
nounced a record profit of $9,000,000.

‘The Hon. A. P. Griffith: This is not
tariff protection.

{COUNCIL.]

The Hon. T. O. PERRY: As far as
B.H.P. is concerned, if it was not given
tariff protection it would have to compete
with any other steel company in the world.
It enjoys tarif protectlon against overseas
products.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I wonder what
the honourable member means by tariff
pr?t.ectlon. That i an increase in the
price.

The Hon. T. O, PERRY: Yes, but the
proteection given through the Tarlff Board
enables the company to charge this price;
otherwise the !mported product would be
cheaper than the product manufactured in
Australlia.

Let us take, for Instance, the motor in-
dustry. The motor industry appealed for
increased protection against Japanese
motorears and was granted that protection.
Look at the profits of General Motors-
Holden in that year. Immediately It put
up the price of the Holden motorcar; in
fact, it did so within a few weeks of being
granted increased tariff protection. In the
very year that the Ford Motor Company
was granted Increased tariffi protection
against Japanese motorcars it announced
a record profit in Australia. Surely these
things want looking at.

I am not against tarlff protection. I
realise that the motor industry is the
biggest industrial employer of lahour in
Australla. Without tariff protection there
would be no—or very few—secondary in-
dustries, and we would have a very much
smaller population. However, perhaps the
farmer could grow wool at 30¢ & pound and
the wheat farmer could produce wheat at
70¢ a bushel.

If it is good enough for the Federal Gov-
ernment to interfere with the economics of
this country to allow secondary industries
to exist—which I am not against—it should
go a step further and adopt a policy which
will allow primary industries and second-
ary Industries to co-exist.

I believe the tariff policy is putting a
burder: on the primary producer which he
cannot meet. Consequently, I think thsat
compensation In some manner should be
given to the primary producer. As soon
as the primary producer complains about
difficulties in his operations he is preached
to and told to become more efficient. X
think it is time many of our secondary
industries became more efficlent and relied
on & lower level of tariff protection.

I belleve, too, that Indirect tariff pro-
tection is creating a bigger burden than
the direct effect, but that is something
that ig impossible t0 measure or assess.
When the unions appeal to the Arbitration
Commission for increases in the baslc
wage, surely the commission must be influ-
enced by industry’s capacity to pay! And
when one sees the tremendous profits I
mentioned a short time ago one realses
why there are terrific increases in the basie
wage. I believe that instead of allowing
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wages to spiral if we dampened down our
ecancmy by lower tarlff protection the
wage-earner’s pay packet would buy more
and we would have less industrial unrest
among the wage-earners In this country.
The accepted method of the Federal Gov-
ernment, or the Federal Treasurer, to
dampen down inflation is to increase in-
terest rates. I belleve the same end could
be achieved by a different method.

I might ask: Of what importance is
agriculture to the economy of Australia?
As 1t supplies roughly 60 per cent. of our
export Income it must be of immense im-
portance,

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You don't really
ask that question. You know that it is
important. .

The Hon. T. O. PERRY: Then I have
answered my own dquestion. If it 1s so
important we should adopt a policy to
allow agriculture to co-exist with second-
ary Industrles. It is all very well to talk
about a love of the land; that people will
continue in agriculture because of their
strong love of the land. I possess 8 strong
love of the land; I love the smell of damp
earth after the first winter rains, and I
love the smell of curing hay in the pad-
docks. It is nice to watch cattle or stock
feeding on lush pastures; it 1s good to see
a8 farm with well-kept bulldings and
fences. But it requires a little more than
a love of the land t{o keep one's enthusiasm
when finanelal ruin stares one in the face.
It takes a lot to keep it up under those
circumstances.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: Wool has &
good smell and it smells a lot better at
60c than it does at 35c.

The Hon. W. P. Willesee: Spoken by an
expert.

The Hon. T, O. PERRY: What the Min-
ister says is very true, but I still claim it
would be possible to produce wool at 30c.
If it were not for the high cost of our
tariff protection many of our young people
would be able to continue on the land. Un-
less we give farmers some protection they
will not be able to continue. Farming peo-
ple do not want charity; all they want is
a fair return on capital invested and a re-
ward for labour expended. I think both
State and Federal Governments have a
role to play in keeping people on the land.
We need to take a close look at transport
costs In Western Australia. There should
be a reduction in probate and death duties
on primary producers’ estates. As mem-
bers know, in Victoria such estates are
assessed at about two-thirds the normal
rate of probate, or the rate for estates of
those engaged in other industries. Primary
producers represent 8.59 per cent. of our
population, and yet they pay §1.9 per cent.
of the probate and death dutles in Aus-
tralia.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: 'That hardly
indicates they are impoverished.
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The Hon. T. O. PERRY: ] think it would
ir;tliicnte we have a ridiculous idea of land
values.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: You can be land
poor.

The Hon. T. O. PERRY: That is s0. Last
year farming returns fell by 19 per cent.,
and it is estimated that this year they will
fall even further. The flgures of the Com-
monweglth Bureau of Census and Statistics
prove that money invested in agriculture
returns about 2 per cent. or 3 per cent.
Money invested in many other industries
will return 10 per cent. or 12 per cent. It
is much easier to finance probate or death
duties from an investment on which the
return is 10 per ceni. or 12 per cent. than
it is from an investment returning 2 per
cent. or 3 per cent,

The Hon. J. Delan: What about those
companies which are buying big properties
in the north? Do not tell me that they
are investing their money at 2 per cent. or
3 per cent. You could not tell that to &
moron,

The Hon. T. O. PERRY: I can only quote
the figure of the Commonwealth Bureau of
Census and Statistics regarding money in-
vested in agriculture. I do not know what
is happening in the north but I certainly
know what is happening in the south, and
it would be at about the figure I quoted.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: I don't think
you are far out, either.

The Hon. T. O. PERRY: I believe the
Federal Government should provide long-
term finance at a lower rate of Interest to
keep men on the land. After the war we
had the soldiers' settlement schemes and
money was provided at a reasonable rate of
interest over a long term. I think this is
one way to help people out of the fix they
are in today.

As the Federal Government has inter-
fered with the economy of this country by
a policy of tariff protection—and I am not
condemning what it has done—it has
placed a burden on the farming commun-
ity. Therefore I believe the Commonwealth
Government should compensate the farm-
ing community by granting long-term fin-
ance at & reasonable rate of interest. In
my obinion, action should be taken now;
the position 1s desperate, and we will have
people walking off the land, a5 we did in
H;e 18308, unless something is done about

In this regard I must issue one word of
warning: It is only fair to say that I will
not support any legislation that will in-
crease the burden on the farming commun-
ity. I think they have borne sll they can
possibly bear.

In the past we have seen great fluctua-
tions in the demand for agricultural pro-
duce. In your lifetime, Mr. President, you
would have seent this happen. In the 18308
it was almost impossible to sell much of
our produce, and yet just after the war
there was such a demand for it that we
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could not meet that demand. If we are to
allow farming to become run down, or to
reach a depressed state, how will we ever
be able to meet a demand for our produce
when such a demand comes?

It is not so long ago that many people
were prophesying that before the turn of
this century we would not be able to feed
the starving world. I think it was in the
19405 and 19503 people were saying that
by the 1970s we would not be able to feed
the starving world, and politicians of all

political parties were calling for increased
productlon. Finance was made available
for agricultural development and farmers
were encouraged to borrow. Farming con-
sultants, bank managers, and economists
were advocating that the farmers should
develop their properties in an effort to
feed the starving world that was envisaged
we would see before the turn of the
century.

In this State we hoasted about throwing
open for selection 1,000,000 acres a year.
We thought this was a good move, It was
claimed that this was necessary in an
effort to balance our overseas payments.
Of course, now that we have mineral
development we do not seem s0 concerned
about our agricultural production. In my
view all the blame for the current crisis
cannot be placed on the farmer alone:
there are others who have to share it.
One of our problems, of course is the
marketing of our produce. Big manu-
facturing companies concern themselves
not only with the manufacture of their
products but also with the marketing of
them. They would resent any suggestion
that it was not their right to do that. Yet
when the primary producer demands to
have control of the marketing of his
produce there is a hue and ery.

We have had two referendums in Aus-
tralia since the last World War in regard
to the marketing of wool. Thousands of
dollars were spent on propaganda in an
effort to defeat these marketing proposals
that were put forward by the primary pro-
ducers. Now we have another marketing
proposal which looked as though it was
almost off the ground but in the Eastern
States there has been some opposition to
it. If it is good enough for the secondary
industries to control the marketing of their
products, why should not the primary
producer have some control over the
marketing of his produce?

Before long we will have in Western
Australia a referendum in regard to the
marketing of lamb. If this scheme is
accepted I have no doubt it will benefit
not only the primary producers but also
the consumers because they will get their
lamb at a cheaper price. As a matter of
fact, T am sure such s scheme would benefit
all concermed. However, already there has
been some opposition to the proposal.

The Hon. J. Dolan: Who are these people
who are opposing these things?

[ABSEMBLY.]

The Hon, T. O. PERRY: They are not
our people. The honourable member would
have read about it in the Press.

The Hon. J. Dolan: They are not our
people; they are your people.

The Hon, T. O. PERRY: They are not
my people.

The Hon. J. Dolan: They are the ones
you supbort,

The Hon. T. O. PERRY: I trust that
the members of this House will not only
support the single marketing authority,
but I also sincerely trust they wlil give it
statutory powers.

I do not want to jump on the band-
wagon, but I cannot let this opportunity
pass without registering my disapproval of
the way in which our old-age pensioners
are treated today. I would remind the
House that we are living in the yvear 1870,
This is not 1370 or 1570. I believe that the
old-age pension could be calculated as a
percentage of the basic wage. I am not
saying here what that percentage should
be, but I believe it should be a percentage
that will glve pensioners a Treasonable
standard of living. The pension should be
tied to the baslc wage, s0 that every time
the basic wage goes up the pension goes
up, too.

The Hon, W, F, Willesee: Ten years ago
I said it should be 75 per cent.

The Hon. T. O. PERRY: There has been
a good deal of criticlsm of the Federal
Government in this regard, but I am of
the opinion that the pension should be
tied to the basic wage so that every time
the cost-of-living goes up, and the basle
weage is increased, the old pecple can he
provided for. I support the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. V. J. Ferry.

House adjourned al 8.58 p.m.

Lepislative Assembly

Tuesday, the 25th August, 1970

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. W. A.
Manning) took the Chalr at 4.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

QUESTIONS (32):

1. POLICE

Prosecutions

Mr., TAYLOR, to the
Police:

During each of the years 1966-67,

1967-68, 1968-69 and 1969-70—

(1) What number of persons were
prosecuted on all grounds who
gave their place of living as—

(a) no fixed address; or

ON NOTICE

Minijster for



